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destroyed or damaged by the fanatical Mohamedan mobs. The usual
inquiry ftjflowed, and after some time a veil was quietly thrown over
the whole affair. The Bombay Government emerged from the in-
cident with their credit greatly impaired. Their amazing incom-
petence in handling the situation was the subject of comment all
over India, and was criticized by even the English newspapers, in
and outside the Presidency. It is refreshing to think that there were
times when the bogey of prestige did not altogether succeed m
stifling honest criticism by men who belonged to the same race as
those whose actions were called into question.

II

There was not much to arrest attention in the political life of the
country during the early 'seventies. The brief but beneficent admi-
nistration of Lord Mayo came to a tragic end amidst universal
sorrow. During his time, a scheme of financial decentralization was
inaugurated, which has been pronounced by Sir Henry Maine to be
"much the most successful administrative reform which had taken
place in India in his time." Lord Northbrook, who succeeded Lord
Mayo, was a firm and liberal-minded ruler, whose administration
was chiefly distinguished for the wise manner in which he conserved
the resources of the country, always regarding himself in a special
degree as the custodian of Indian interests. He left a peaceful and
contented India, hardly conscious as yet of her lofty destiny, and
seized with only a vague yearning for political liberty. The voice of
the politician did not resound through the land. Such agitation as
existed was confined to occasional outbursts against some high-
handed act or policy. The Bombay Association, of which the guiding
spirits were Sir Munguldas Nathoobhoy and Mr. Naoroji Furdunji,
after a gallant struggle went out of existence. The local branch of
the East India Association languished for a time, and came to an end
a few years later. In Bengal, the Indian Association had still to come
into existence, and platform oratory had not yet become a fine art in
the homeland of the eloquent Bengali.
Spasmodic as were the political activities of the time, Pherozeshari
found occasional scope for the exercise and development of Ms